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Between August 2010 and September 2011, Here-There program and workshops were made through  the projects  
Here-There and Diversity, funded by the European Youth in Action Programme, European Voluntary Service.

This project was funded by the European Commission. This publication (communication) reflects the views only of the 
author and the Commission is not responsible for any use of the information it contains.
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Volunteers of the project

AICI-ACOLO
Here-There” is a project organized by A.C.T.O.R. and financed through the Youth in Action Program - European 

Voluntary Service, with activities starting on the 1st of August 2010 and ending on the 20th August 2011. “Here-
There” project, along with its twin project „Diversity” form the basis of the Here-There program and his purpose 

was to offer the volunteers for one year the chance to learn about themselves, about the Romanian culture and multicul-
tural European universe - through the activities held with children in schools, kindergartens, social centers, with youth 
from high schools from Bucharest or rural areas.

Ewa Paduch (29 years old, Poland) 
She has a Master Degree in mass com-
munication and journalism. While being 
a student she danced and sang in the 
Students Folk Ensemble ‘’Katowice”. She 
has three years experience in HR, was a 
volunteer for “Dress for Success” - a proj-
ect related to personal consulting for un-
employed women. She chose Here-There 

because she is interested in cultural diversity and experience 
and knowledge exchange, in interaction with children and 
meeting people that can inspire her, either from Romania and 
elsewhere. 

Elvina Macyte (19 years old, Lithuania) 
She chose to come to this project, after fin-
ishing high school, with experience as par-
ticipant in youth exchanges in Lithuania 
and Belgium and as well as a camp leader 
for children (preschool, and other ages) - for 
a week. She chose the Here-There program 
because she wanted new challenges in her 

life and because she loves working with children. 

Anete Berzina (23 years old, Latvia) 
She is graduated in Business Administra-
tion. While studying he spent half a year in 
Lichtenstein and then traveling around Eu-
rope. Feels that the Here-There is an oppor-
tunity that she can prove herself to her, it 
is able to work with children and present as 
many unknown things about Latvia in other 
countries and offering the chance to use the 

games about nature (as a hobby or for her soul) in the activi-
ties with children.

Alvaro Tejedor Gomez 
(29 years old, Spain) 
He has a degree in pedagogy, teaching 
and graduate of socio-cultural animation 
technician. Has extensive experience in 
working with children between 3 and 12 
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years as a monitor in summer camps in various classes of 
kindergarten and school and extracurricular activities. He 
has a very large family, the father has 9 brothers and sisters 
and his mother has 6 brothers and sisters, so he has many 
cousins. He joined this project because he likes to play with 
children, to travel, to know other cultures.

Oliva Iriondo (20 years old, Spain) 
Interpreter of sign language, she can 
speak with her hands. It’s close to her 
family and parents and sister are teach-
ers. She worked in a library for one year 
and in a summer camp when he was 15, 
working with children from 5-18 years. 
She likes to travel, so it was in Europe 

and Morocco. So she managed to learn more about differ-
ent cultures, customs and people. She chose Here- There 
because she enjoys working with children, playing, singing 
and laughing with them! 

Marie Louvet (24 years old, France) 
She has a BA in economics and a poli-
tics degree. She wrote a thesis about 
the new Bolivian constitution. She stud-
ied for one year in Bolivia and during 
her childhood she lived in Cameroon 
and Thailand. She was a volunteer in 
the “Secours Populaire” for 2 years and 
created a “non formal French class” in 
the University of Bolivia. This program, 

Here-There is important because she wants to have later a 
career in education; in designing the educational plan. She 
wants to learn how to work with children to be able to design 
a good project for them.

Zane Apse (28 years old, Latvia) 
At 17, she moved to the U.S. to continue 
her high school. She traveled around the 
world. She attended the University of 
Estonia to study Business Administra-
tion and Marketing, but at some point 
and realized that she cannot imagine 
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herself sitting in an office and trying to sell useless things 
to people. She said: “I realized then how much I love working 
with children. For 5 years I have been involved in various so-
cial projects in Europe, North and Central America. I worked 
with children and youngsters from different countries. This 
is one of the most powerful passions of mine. I chose Here-
There because I was attracted to the opportunity of working 
with young children and for the project itself seemed very 

creative.”

Josef Lebsa (22 years old, Germany) 
He worked and traveled through Austra-
lia but had the opportunity to see other 
parts of Europe. He finished the 12 classes 
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in 2009. He has two sisters, one brother and parents, of 
course. He sang in a choir for 10 years, where there were 
children from 8-19 years. Here-There is the project he 
joined because in Australia he had the chance to expe-
rience the beauty of other cultures and now he wants to 
give something back, to share his discoveries with others. 
He knows that some people say that the Germans drink 
too much beer and eat only sausages; others say they are 
cold and very organized. Both statements are either true 
or false. It is true they are organized, sometimes too much 
but they are not cold people. “Maybe it seems so because 
of greetings and their serious appearance, but in their 
hearts the sun is shining.” says Josef. :) 

Source:Here-There Booklet

“HERE-THERE”
Program
 
• aims that during one year to bring to the 
children from Bucharest educational activi-
ties about the cultural diversity, with the help 
of the youngsters hosted by A.C.T.O.R. trough 
the European Volunteer Service.  These young 
volunteers presented to the children elements 
that define the culture they are coming from, 
using stories and other means specific to the 
childhood. In order to know every country, 
children have 3 meetings, once a week with 
every volunteer.

• had the purpose, that trough activities, to cre-
ate a communication and cooperation bridge 
between these young volunteers and the Ro-
manian teachers from the institutions that are 
partners.

“HERE-THERE”  
workshops
“HERE-THERE” workshops were born as an extension of the “HERE-THERE” 
program and aimed to bring the educational activities about the cultural 
diversity, offered also the disadvantages group target (children from ru-
ral area or social centers) with the help of the European volunteers.
An “HERE-THERE” workshop was designed to be held for groups made out 
of 30-45 or even 60 children and it lasts about one hour and a half. Unlike 
the program, which takes place in the classrooms, the workshops need 
wider spaces, in order for the activities to take place in smaller groups, 
divided and simultaneous. In this way, the children travel around Eu-
rope, playing, singing or dancing, like the children from the country of 
the volunteer do. Every “traveler” has a special “HERE-THERE” passport 
on which the receive visas (stamps with a symbolic but also funny draw-
ing of every specific country) in order to remember where they traveled. 
The workshops where organized once or twice a month, depending on 
request, but also on the availability of time in the agenda of events and 
EVS projects, “HERE-THERE” and “Diversity” – background of the “HERE-
THERE” Program and the workshops.

Source: Aici-Acolo Booklet

“HERE-THERE” Program “HERE-THERE” Workshops
Place Kindergarten classroom, school class-

room in Bucharest
Wide spaces (gym hall, festivities hall, classes very large) 
from kindergartens, schools, high schools in rural areas

Duration/  
Period/ Rhythmicity

One hour One and a half hours

Once a week At the request of schools, especially outside Bucharest

Each country represented by a volun-
teer is scheduled for 3 meetings with the 
same group of children

One meeting – without rhythmicity

Number of beneficiaries
7-25 children 35-60 children

Romanian Teachers in every class Romanian teachers who want to get involved in or

Ways of evaluation Worksheets “HERE-THERE” Passports

“HERE-THERE” Festival “HERE-THERE” Festival

Number of countries pre-
sented per meeting

1 Between 3 and 6 years old
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Diversity is a project organized by A.C.T.O.R. and 
financed by the Youth in Action Program – Eu-
ropean Voluntary Service. The activities of this 

project started in 5th of December 2010 and ended on 
19th of September 2011. Diversity, along with its twin 
project Here-There, formed the basis for the Here-There 
Program with the aim to give the chance to the present-
ed here volunteers to learn about themselves, about the 
Romanian culture and about the multicultural Euro-
pean universe – trough activities held for children from 
schools, kindergartens, hospitals, social centers, and 
with youngsters from Bucharest high schools or from 
rural areas. 

Astrid Marie Larsen (age 21, 
Denmark) 
She worked with elder people 1 
year and a half and traveled to In-
dia and Mexico, Norway, Sweden, 
Germany, France, Malta, Poland, 
Greece, Italy, China and Green-
land. She always wanted to be a 

volunteer and she believes that this 
project is perfect match with her dream. Going to kin-
dergartens, schools and social centers where you can 
have fun with the children and also open their mind and 
imagination to culture it’s a great idea and a big step 
for her. 
.

Claudia Viehboeck (age 21, 
Austria) Claudia just finished the 
nursing school before coming to 
Romania. She chose this country 
because she did not know much 
about it and she needed a chal-
lenge in her life. She loves work-
ing with children and to learn and 
discover all the time new things.

Volunteers of the Program 

HERE-THERE 
trough the project 
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Michele Giorgio (age 24, Italy) 
Michele is a mechanic and works in a 
large garage in Italy. In his family, he 
learned what discipline, education, and 
most importantly, what respect means. 
He participated in a project in Slova-
kia, where he worked with children with 
autism. He chose for Diversity Project 
because he loves children very much, 

but also because he has a lot of friends in his hometown 
that are Romanians who said that he needs to discover the 
beauty of Romania 

Terje Tenso (age 22, Estonia) 
In the summer of 2010, Terje graduated 
from Tallinn Pedagogical College, with 
studies targeted on youth behavior. She 
participated in various voluntary ac-
tivities for young people. For three sum-
mers she worked in camps for children. 
In addition, she worked in kindergar-
tens, with young children, where she did 

not teach something, but just took care of them. For 2 years 
she was a the nanny of a little girl. She chose the program 
Here-There trough the EVS project Diversity to discover her-
self and to Romania. Her dream is to someday organize an 
intercultural exchange with children from kindergartens. 

Here-There Booklet
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Every week we go to bring smiles to chil-
dren from three hospitals and to make 
them forget a little bit about their dis-
eases. The methods used are a lot of the 
times the once of the art therapy, which 
is scientifically proved to be effective in 
reducing anxiety and depression and 
helping in the healing process. Draw-
ing, coloring, making shapes out of bal-
loons, origami, puzzle and face painting 
are the activities which we are usually 
doing with the hospitalized children.

Budimex Hospital –  
Oncology Department

We learned that there are a lot of meth-
ods to help the cancer patients, but the 
most useful is a positive attitude. The 
children to which we go sometimes 
spend long months in the hospital and 
it is not easy at a young age to face the 
disease. In a lot of cases the children 
are very sad, tired and they miss their 
family. These are the long term treat-
ment and living in the hospital effects. 
Sometimes because of this reasons the 
children are not interested in doing any 
activities.  The long term treatments, 
painful in a lot of the cases, the long 
time in the hospital and the depression 
made by the sufferance leaves visible 
traces.

Grigore Alexandrescu Hospital –  
Orthopedics and Burns Department

The difficulty of this type of animation 
for children with orthopedic problems 
comes from the fact that they can’t get 
out of bed. That makes all the activities 
more static. The most common mate-
rial for this animation is the paper used 
in different ways, from drawing on it to 
folding origami, because children love 
the magic moments when it turns into 
shapes and figures. 
For the children from the Grigore Alex-
andrescu sometimes the treatment last 
just two or three weeks, so almost every 
time when we go, we meet other chil-
dren. There is no time to build long time 
relations that can give us the chance to 
know better the children, but for bring-
ing them joy and some inspiration it’s 
enough. 
In this hospital we work with a lot of very 
young children, with burn, children that 
got into this situation because their 
parents did not pay enough attention. 
Fire is one of the dangers along with 
electricity and very hot water. This chil-
dren have opened and visible wounds. 
For them touching is very important, as 
a proof that their injuries do not arouse 
disgust or prejudice.
 
Lacul Bucura Hospital – 
Pneumology Department

Children spend here long weeks, some-
times even months. Some of them re-
turn shortly after being discharged. 
Therefore, we have time to know better 
the children here have and the edu-
cational plan with different activities 
and learning objectives is more com-
plex. When they get better and they go 
home, even if we are happy, we miss 
them. Usually, they have a lot of energy 
and a great mood for playing. 
Usually, they have so much energy and 
playing mood that they are hard to 
manage during activities. They adore 
drawing and coloring, but we try also 
to make activities from which they 
can lean more complex things or de-
velop abilities. Their recovery is much 
faster and easy also because of these 
moments of joy that they are living. 
The activities are inspiring also for the 
mothers that are with them in the hos-
pital, giving them ideas and knowledge 
about how they can organize the time 
spend there to be more enjoyable and 
valuable. 
We understood that we 
can change something 
and that brings us en-
ergy.

A.C.T.O.R Clinical Animation Program 
is financially sustained since 2004 by 
United Way of Romania 

Source: http://aiciacolo.wordpress.com
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 Did you know? 
Playing therapy was invented in the 60’s by Hunter 
Campbell Adams, an American doctor known under the 
name of “Patch Adams” who followed the original idea of 
laugh therapy. Dressed in a clown costume, he was mak-
ing the patients happy. HCA truly believed that the doc-
tors should nurse their patients but also improve their 
life. Today, the number of the people that use the method 
of laugh treatment is enormous. What changed is the ac-
tual method is the fact that the costume is not the most 
important, but the positive and cheerful atmosphere cre-
ated around the small patients, which helps in reducing 
the stress and the tension in the hospital.

Playing therapy
CLINIC ANIMATION in HOSPITALS
BUDIMEX, GRIGORE ALEXANDRESCU,  LACUL BUCURA
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In the 8 edition of the Palm 
Tree day campaign, took 
place in that beatuful  

Sunday, in which flowers made 
out of tissues where offered, in 
a charitable purpose to collect 
funds for making presents for 
Easter. These gifts were given 
to the children for the hospitals 
where the volunteers of A.C.T.O.R. 
are going: Lacul Bucura, Grigore 
Alexandrescu & Budimex.

With the baskets full of flowers, 
the volunteers waited in front of 
the Gradina Icoanei Church, The 
Russian Church, Casin Monastary, 
St. Mina Church, Radu-Voda & 
Gorgani for all the people gener-
ous and interested in the charity 
event.
It was nice to see that the cam-
paign was already known from 
the past years. Everyone was very 
generous and we thank them for 

 
 
the beautiful gifts that we had the 
chance to offer to the children. 

Source:  
http://aiciacolo.wordpress.com, 
http://actorromania.wordpress.

com

 - 17 April 2011

For Florii, flowers 
for the children
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A.C.T.O.R. is using a variety of artistic methods 
of intercultural non-formal learning, but shadow 
theatre is the one with the highest potential in 
the transmission of information and capturing 
children attention. This type of theatre is used 
equally in the clinic animation and during the 
“Here-There” workshops. The shadow theatre was 
present in numerous events, like the workshops 

from Codlea and Oltenita, International Festival 
for Animation Theatre “Joy for Children.Top Notch 
Shows” 6th edition or other event made during 
the cooperation between ACTOR and United Way.

Source: http://aiciacolo.wordpress.com
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Shadow Theatre
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HERE-
THERE CD

On Wednesday, 23 February 2011, the volunteers 
went to a professional studio to record some of their 
national songs and poems that were the favorite or 

the children. The audio CD made fulfils the desire of the 
volunteers and the one of the initiators of the program that 
the games and the words learned together to remain for the 
children as memories in a “magic box”.
So that, when the volunteers went back to their countries, 
everything that is recorded on the CD’s in their native 
languages rested to be used by the children whenever they 
want to recall their first authentic intercultural experience 
This material used to fixate the information was made with 
enthusiasm and with the joy of creating and leaving some-
thing to the children, as they will be missed by the volun-
teer that returned to their home countries.

http://actordiversity.wordpress.com

June 1st, International 

Children’s Day,  
a really intense one

During the International Children’s Day, A.C.T.O.R. par-
ticipated in events in which volunteers have conducted 
the “Here-There” workshops for different categories of 
children. Some of the volunteers have visited kindergarten 
129, others have gone at the social center of St. Vasile and 
made games for children with neurological and motor dis-
abilities and then to another event for children from DGAS, 
District 4 in the Tineretului Park. Three of us were invited 
by teachers and parents of the children from the kinder-
garten 43 to do an open a lesson. The welcome moment 
that the teachers and parents made for us was very warm. 
We used theater of shadows and games. Likewise, in the 
event organized by United Way of Romania for deaf chil-
dren, in several locations of Raiffeisen Bank, we had plays 
with stories from different European countries represented 
in the project. Children’s happy faces made us enjoy like 
never before Children’s Day. 
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Project “Here-There” and Diversity are 
a follow up of Coloring Kids Life Project 
(August 2009 – November 2010) and 
Two Vitamin T (October 2009 – Decem-
ber 2010). Coloring Kids Life and Two 
Vitamin T were financed by the Youth in 
Action Program – European Voluntary 
Service – Action 2, which A.C.T.O.R. has 
implemented in Romania, having part-
ners in Bucharest dozens of kindergar-
tens and schools. Grigore Alexandrescu 
Emergency Hospital, Marie Curie – Budi-
mex and the Marius Nasta TB Institute 
and the institutions for Social Assistance   
from sectors 1, 3 and 4 and kindergar-
tens, schools, high schools, social centers 
and Special Schools from rural areas 
(districts Calarasi, Giurgiu, Brasov and 
Sibiu). Trough this projects, thousands of 
children had cultural divers based activi-
ties. Used methods were specific to every 
project in particular:  playful activities, 
puppet theatre (shadow theatre), forum 
theatre, music, dance and painting.

The 
main pillars of these activities 

were social in inclusion, promoting vol-
untary service and involving the young-
sters in the problems of the community. 
Trough the financing obtain trough this 
projects A.C.T.O.R. had the opportunity to 
offer to the young European volunteers 
the frame and the right context for learn-
ing in the Romanian universe. From the 
grant achieved every volunteer benefit 
of a place to stay, pocket money, local 
transport pass, internet access, mobile 
phone, Romanian language courses and 
formation trainings necessary for the 
activities in the project.

The task of A.C.T.O.R. in this project was 
to direct the creative energy and enthu-
siasm of this volunteers, so that a high 
number of children and disadvantaged 
young people to benefit from the inter-
action with values and opportunities of 
this kind of European programs.

• Coloring Kids Life had ben-

DIVERSITY & HERE-THERE

eficiaries 2000 children 
from kindergartens and schools from 
Bucharest and another 930 from rural 
areas.
• Two Vitamins T has presented 
18 plays with 102 performances of 
shadow theatre and different puppets 
with an audience of 226 children from 
Bucharest social centers (districts 1, 
3 and 4) and 284 children from rural 
area; 480 youngsters from rural area 
took part into forum theatre sessions 
on the subject of cultural diversity, so-
cial inclusion, democracy and volun-
teering in rural areas and in Bucharest.

In addition, both projects had ben-
eficiaries 3400 hospitalized children 
during 2 years, children that were 
suffering from very serious diseases 
like tuberculosis, HIV, cancer, ortho-
pedic conditions or burns. Also, 120 
teachers participated actively in the 
program and at the end of the school 
year 2009-2011 received diplomas for 
being participants in the “Here-There” 
Program.

In the next stage, the one of the 
projects “Here-There” and “Diversity”, 
this numbers are exceeded, rising the 
impact as more and more schools and 
more and more parents discovered the 
importance of this cultural diversity 
in preschool child education, brought 
directly from native of the represented 
cultures.

Coloring Kids’ 

Life 
Ailie Templeton (age 30, Scotland), 
Jana Donis (age 21, Germany), Chloé 
Violleau (age 20, France), Michaela 
Zebedin (age 24, Austria), Robert Claus 
(age 24, Germany, Sarah Elisabeth 
Gebel (age 21, Germany) 
Two Vitamins T 
Félix Burgos Tena (age 24, Spain), 
Merilyn Merisalu (age 24, Estonia), 
Bogdana Mariia Kosarchyn (age 20, 
Ukraine), Pedro Miguel Gonçalves 
Borges Leal Costa (age 30, Portugal), 
Jordan Marty (age 23, France), Melanie 
Preauchat (age 25, France), Ghislain 
Bao Khanh Ngouasnavanh (age 23, 
France)

Source: Here-There Booklet

HERE-THERE Program

Grew up and became more imposed 

its self in the world of Romania 

children trough the effort of the 

volunteers in the projects Coloring 

Kids Life and Two Vitamins T

 THE PROGRAMS HISTORY
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Cooperation between European 
volunteers and Romanian teachers

Whether it is a volunteer or teacher, the role of 
each is essential for optimal reception program 
and workshop Here-There – regarding the child 

that is the benefits from this. 
Activities under the “Here-There” program are made to be 
a source of personal development for volunteers and also 
professional development of the teachers. 

It is foreseen that within a year all teachers to meet all 
volunteers. In this way, in every class of every teacher 
that is a participant in the program, the volunteers came 
with new methods for Romania, specific to the country of 
origin of the volunteers. 

All this has allowed European volunteers and Roma-
nian teachers to win increased competences in terms of 
professional development but also in collecting complex 
information related to childhood and children from other 
European countries. The level of English of the teachers 
involved is not essential, but it is extremely important the 
motivation and interest that they have to participate and 
support the quality of this program. 

In the agenda of the project there were three seminars 
MANDATORY for Romanian teachers: 
The first seminar, scheduled at the beginning of school 
year, had the role to present all actors and all the activi-
ties of the program which is going to take place through-
out the year, training for intercultural experience and 
information about preventing conflict situations, specific 
to multicultural teams. 
The second seminar was designed to evaluate every part 
of the school year. 
Last meeting was held just before the end of the school 
year. It was a final evaluation with a ceremony of award-
ing diplomas for participation to all teachers involved in 
this program. 
Monthly teachers had to complete an evaluation form, 
which was the basis for continuous quality improvement 
of the program, because the comments and suggestions 
offered by them were very important in adapting the work 
of European volunteers, who have no professional forma-
tion in teaching. 

Attention!! 
Volunteers are never allowed to remain alone with Roma-

nian children, unaccompanied by the class teacher. For 

this kind of attitude, the teacher will be automatically 

excluded from the “Here-There” program.
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TRAINING  FOR WORKING 
IN KINDERGARTES

DIVERSITY & HERE-THERE

Working with your children very rewarding but it 
also can be weary. For this reason the project 
was designed with a planned training for the 

volunteers who brought basic knowledge in working with 
children in kindergartens. 
During this training, the volunteers got familiar with psy-
chological pedagogy according to the ages, giving them 
the opportunity to understand that every age has a differ-
ent level and capacity of understanding, so that activities 
could always be adapted according to this variable. 
Another objective of these courses was related to the 

specificity of the Romanian educational system, which for 
a foreigner without explanation and clarification can be 
difficult to understand.
In each country, the state and private education works 
with special rules, influenced by the historical, social and 
economic status of the country. Even if similarities exist, 
unclear of these aspects may create a risk of confusion 
in the minds of young Europeans, based on expectations 
inspired by what is happening “at home”. 

Volunteers understood that the diversity of the games for 
children is very important during activities, because that 
helps in presenting the different intercultural aspects 
of the lesson. For this reason, during the trainings a lot 
of games and materials were used in order to raise the 
creative skills of the volunteers and help they gain skills 
in selecting the most appropriate activities and with the 
planning. 
Although intense, volunteers enjoyed participating in 
these training sessions, because they could play freely 
and at the same time learn a lot, under the guidance of 
Romanian teachers Georgeta Ionescu, Ioana Dicu and 
Liuba Kosa. 

from: Aici-Acolo Booklet, 
http://aiciacolo.wordpress.com

Song: 
Une souris verte.

Je la mets dans mon chapeau,
Elle me dit qu’il fait trop chaud

Je la mets dans mon tiroir,
Elle me dit qu’il fait trop noir
Je la mets dans ma chemise,

Elle me fait trois petites bises,
Je la mets dans ma culotte,

Elle me fait trois petites crottes

With patience and luck, we have also time 
for games .. In this magazine: France

Tradition: to say goodbye, kiss of 
2.3 or 4 times on the cheek. It’s 
funny because it depends on the 

area of France 

Legend: In Brittany, the western part 
of France lived a king Gradlon, who had 
the most beautiful daughter, Dahut. 
Gradlon was Catholic, but his daugh-
ter prayed to the gods of Brittany and 
she was upset with her father for his 
Catholic faith. So his father built for her 
the most beautiful city in France. It was 
named Ys. This city was very special 
because it was below sea level and was 
protected from the sea by a wall. Only 

King Gradlon had the key that allowed 
the wall opening. Dahut became rich 
and powerful because of this city and 
began to like this position. She wanted 
everything and she became naughty. 

One day, Saint Bartholomew came to 
see the King and announce him that 
through her behavior, his daughter up-
sets God. King tried to tell her but she 
did not listen. A big storm destroyed 
the city. It seems that it even existed 
and disappeared long ago. Legend says 
that’s why Paris became Paris instead 
of Lutece.
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One of the activities used in A.C.T.O.R.’s work to pro-
mote voluntary service between youngsters at local 
and European level, and also to debate everyday life 

issues in the time the volunteers are in Romania – the way 
we relate or not inside a group, about the cooperation with 
teachers in kindergartens and schools and with the medical 
staff from the hospital is Forum Theatre. 
This method uses theater group working at the limit be-
tween theatricality and lifelong learning. 
Forum Theatre was created by Augusto Boal, Brazilian the-
ater specialist. The big difference between traditional forms 
of theater and Forum Theater is the concept of NON-ACTORS 
and the fact that allows the public to enter the stage space; 
this way the people from audience can turn into the actors 
and they can understand better the complexity of the con-
flict situations of the community they are coming from. 

Thus those who choose to change the viewer comfortable 
place, with the acting position, have a chance to learn and 
test solutions to problems they face every day. What helps 
in solving problematic situations and discuss the conse-
quences of their actions or their lack of implication. Topics 
are not conditioned in any way by the age and sex, and 
among them are sex education, violence prevention, social 

behavior and choice of profession, all remodeled after the-
atrical techniques. The method is used worldwide with very 
positive results. 

Such sessions of Forum Theatre were prepared monthly 
of every two weeks at Cultural Centre Nicolae Balcescu, 
in order to help the team of volunteers and to prepare the 
debates that took place in Codlea, Oltenita and during the 
seminar about roles and responsibilities of volunteers. The 
extraordinary sessions took place during the seminaries 
with the teachers, having as subject the difficulties and 
the gaps in communication during lessons in schools and 
kindergartens. 

Source: http://aiciacolo.wordpress.com
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From time to time workshops for children are organized 
in rural areas and the volunteers are traveling to these 
places. During these workshops children are using words 
and specific games from the different countries of origin of 
the volunteers. During one and a half hours the children are 
joining this imaginary travel trough different country. Vol-
unteers prepare stories in advance for these workshops and 
they usually are using also the shadow theatre. After every 
workshop all the children receive special “passports” with 
images as stamps, every each representing another country. 
The volunteers and the children equally enjoy themselves 

during these activities because they have the chance to dis-
cover each other, full of enthusiasm and curiosity. On March 
17 there was a workshop and a shadow theatre at Valea 
Rosie, where the volunteers had a very nice welcoming mo-
ment. The children prepared for them a dance show, a short 
theatre performance (specially made for the volunteers) and 
wonderful food prepared by the mothers. The children were 
rewarded with a workshop and a shadow theatre about hap-
piness.

Source: http://aiciacolo.wordpress.com
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Colorful costumes and sounds of different countries, the 
holiday of the cultural diversity for children - this could 
be seen at TANDARICA Theatre on 9th of May at the first 
edition of the HERE-THERE Festival.

This event aimed that the general evaluation of the activ-
ity in the HERE-THERE Program, 2010-2011 school year, to 
be as interesting and effervescent as possible.
The place was crowded with children dressed beautiful, 
excited, sitting in the wooden benches of the stylish hall 
from Lahovari Square. The children were excited by the 
fact that they were supposed to go on stage and then to 
become the public again, happy to see what their col-
leagues from other schools of kindergartens prepared. 
Host and presenter of the event was Eugenia Barbu, 
actress of the host theatre and initiator of this program in 
Romania.
The show began and ended with Romanian dances 
presented by the Dance Ensemble of the school from 
“Valea Rosie”. Then the rest of the countries followed in 
alphabetical order. During the breaks between the artistic 
moments children could see cartoons with their favorite 
characters from other countries, photos with beautiful 
landscapes and traditional songs and dances from the 
countries from which the volunteers came. The volun-
teers also prepared some moments with playing because 
the entire event was a marathon. The excitement was 
even bigger when the National Television asked for some 
interviews from the young artists. The balcony of the 
theatre was full of parents that wanted to immortalize 
their children on stage while they were Austrians, Latvian, 

Germans, French, Polish, Lithuanians, Spanish, Danish or 
Italians.  

Funny accidents - shoe lost during a Wien Waltz, Flamen-
co or Polka dance and the focus of the teachers that were 
living the moment as a role model for the children during 
the dances were very entertaining for the public.  
The costumes were impressive trough the creativity and 
minuteness of the design and the lovely tracks were cho-
sen agreeing with the volunteers.

In the end children received origami windmills that when 
swirling blown by the children, showed the characters 
of the logo of the program dressed in cloths of different 
colors. And more than this, every children received one 
colored balloon with the inscription of the logo of the 
program on it. Colors, amazement and joy – this was the 
atmosphere during this festival.

Over 400 children (between 4 and 9 years) from18 kinder-
gartens and schools presented artistic moments inspired 
from the European cultures, which they could meet in the 
school year 2010-2011
To this event participated: Kindergarten 238 and Kinder-
garten MAPN – Poland, Kindergarten 206 and Kindergar-
ten 43 – Germany, Kindergarten 129 and 203 – Denmark, 
Kindergarten Aschiuta, 111 and 29 – Spain, Kindergarten 
Big Smile and 211 - France, Kindergarten Prichindel 
and 227 – Estonia, Kindergarten 166 and 149 – Austria, 
Kindergarten Arc en ciel and Central School– Lithuania, 
Kindergarten Discover me – Italy, School 19 – Latvia.
Thank you to all the ones involved in organizing the 
HERE-THERE Festival and especially to the teachers who 
prepared along with the children so carefully and with so 
much creativity the artistic moments.
We also want to thank to the children that were artists in 
this event.
We wish you will join us also for the next editions!

Partners with A.C.T.O.R for the Here-There program are 
The Ministry of Education, Innovation and Research, 
Teachers House Bucharest, 
Department for European Affairs of the Government of 
Romania, 
Tandarica Animation Theatre 

Source: http://aiciacolo.wordpress.com,  
http://actorromania.wordpress.com


